· 13th Annual International Business Forum and

Networking Evening

“Global Economic Challenges: 

Preparing your business for opportunity in a changing world environment”

Overall sponsor: Holland & Knight PLC      
The event was held in the offices of Holland & Knight, with support from the Mass Export Center, Consulate General of the Czech Republic, Northeast Export Magazine, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Savitz Law Offices and Vacovec, Mayotte & Singer.
The business forum started with a Global Economic Outlook forum, with indicators for the business year ahead. This was followed by an in-depth forum examining the various aspects of doing business in the Changing World Marketplace.

“The Global Economic Outlook:  Implications for International Business in the Year Ahead” 2:30-3:30p.m.
Despite signs of an economic recovery, many companies are still uncertain about the future of overseas markets.  The presentation examined the following: Which markets offer stability?  Which markets offer growth and opportunity?  Which markets aren’t worth the risk?  What is the impact of the weakened dollar on trade and the dollar’s forecast for the future?  
Bill Witherell, Vice President & Chief Global Economist, Cumberland Advisors

& Senior Advisor for Finance & Corporate Governance – OECD
Presentation  
Global Economic Challenges:  

Preparing Your Business for Opportunity in a Changing World Environment 
4:00 p.m – 6:00 p.m.

The global economy hangs in a delicate balance.  Every day, events such as war, political turmoil, terrorism, military operations and other factors threaten to disrupt that balance.  This session explored how firms operating in a volatile global environment, can prepare themselves for risk and opportunity. 

The forum featured a keynote address on “Top Risks to the Global Economy” and included panelists discussing legal, financial and security issues that companies must effectively manage to succeed in today’s dynamic global marketplace.           

Keynote Address “Top risks to the global economy”
Dr. David Young, Managing Director & Founder – Oxford Analytica
Presentation   
“Legal considerations when doing business in dynamic international markets”
Jonathan Epstein, Partner – Holland & Knight LLP  

Presentation   
“Assessing and mitigating financial risks in global business”

Jonathan Marcus, VP & Director of International Banking – Eastern Bank
Presentation     
“Doing business in emerging international markets”

Sean Molloy, Regional Director, Asia Pacific – LoJack Corporation
Presentation     
“The impact of the current global environment on security and enforcement in global trade”

John McKenna, Special Agent, US Dept of Commerce, Bureau of Industry & Security, Office of Export Enforcement
Presentation     
